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Policy Document for Music
Safe: A Supportive school helping children Achieve and Flourish on a Foundation of Excellence

Approved by:    Governing body                                                                                               

Last reviewed by on:     Sept 2025                                                                        

Next review due by:  Sept 2026
This policy is reviewed by the full governing body.

We have shared this rationale of our curriculum across the school with parents, children, governors and all staff.

At South Walney Junior School Music is a subject that provides all children with an opportunity to perform, compose and listen; to discover personal expressive qualities needed in the development of social skills and awareness of personal self-confidence, which are necessary in their future lives.

Intent
The National Curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils:

· Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music
· Be taught to sing, create and compose music

· Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated

· To appreciate different musical genres and cultural diversity.

· To develop a sense of musical occasion whether it be as part of a choir/ensemble or as a quality audience.

At SWJS, the intention is that children gain a firm understanding of what music is through listening, singing, playing, evaluating, analysing and composing across a wide variety of historical periods, styles, traditions and musical genres.  We are committed to ensuring children understand the value of music in the wider community and are able to use their musical skills, knowledge and experience to involve themselves in music in a variety of different contexts.
Implementation

The music curriculum ensures students sing, listen, play and evaluate.  This is embedded in the classroom activities, in the First Access keyboard lessons, during assemblies, various concerts and performances and through our choir (open to all children).  Within our lessons, children learn the language of music and understand how it is played.  Children are given the opportunity to learn an instrument.  In doing so, they learn the different principles of creating notes as well as how to read basic music notation.  They also learn how to compose, focusing of different dimensions of music, which in turn develops their understanding when listening, playing or analysing music.
· Music will be taught on a weekly basis throughout the school year in blocks
· Schemes of work developed by the music specialist will support progression and continuity in children’s musical experiences and the development of knowledge, understanding and skills
· First Access, whole class keyboard lessons are delivered to all classes.  Planned and delivered by Rachel Stanbrook on a weekly basis

EXTENDED CURRICULUM

· Children will be encouraged to engage in music activities beyond the classroom e.g. local bands, visiting musicians and concerts or musical performances.

· Excellence in music will be celebrated in a number of opportunities including
· assemblies

· Harvest assembly
· Christmas production
· Performances within the local community 
· School productions x 2 each year
· Going to watch theatre productions
· Young Voices (Y4-6 each year - performing at the Co-op, Manchester)
· Furness Voices/MAT (choir – performing at  Chetwynde)
· Performance and workshops delivered by ‘Travelling by Tuba’ for example (at least once during their time at SWJS)
· Keyboard performances from ALL children 2 x each year
· Whole school singing lesson 1x a week.
· Focus listening tasks in class to develop music appreciation.
Impact
Whilst at SWJS, children have access to a varied programme, which allows students to discover areas of strength, as well as areas they would like to improve upon.  The integral nature of music and the learner creates an enormously rich palette from which a student may access fundamental abilities such as achievement, self-confidence, interaction with and awareness of others and self-reflection.  Music will also develop an understanding of culture and history.  Children are able to enjoy music in many ways – listener, performer, creator.  They can dissect music and comprehend its parts.  They can sing and feel pulse and have an understanding of how to further develop skills less known to them.
Because children display ability in music in many ways, the assessment follows a variety of different, methods.  The teacher will informally assess throughout any creation or rehearsal process, giving feedback, and instant methods of ways to improve.  Pupils are also assessed individually when performing and when playing in a small group.  Children are encouraged to make judgements about how they may improve their work.
Recordings are made during some performances and added as assessment to the Showbie portfolio.
REPORTING

Reporting to parents will be done on an annual basis through a school written report written by Rachel Stanbrook. 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT

· Staff will be kept up to date with current requirements and new initiatives

· Staff will receive training and support from the subject leader when/where appropriate.

· Music budget to support any staff development needs.

· Subject leader to liaise with the Music Service, peripatetic teachers & SMT

· Subject leader to attend local area hub meetings if available
HEALTH AND SAFETY

· Instruments are put away carefully after each session, unless on display or in use.  Instruments are stored appropriately according to use and shape

· Children are taught to take care when transporting instruments. They are taught not to step over instruments and to handle all instruments with care and respect.

· Appropriate steps are taken to ensure hygienic use of wind instruments such as recorders.

· Extra care is taken with electronic equipment and children’s attention drawn to the potential dangers posed by electric sockets, plugs and cables and the misuse of electronic instruments.


