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Policy Document for English
Safe: A Supportive school helping children Achieve and Flourish on a Foundation of Excellence

Approved by:    Governing body                                                                                               

Last reviewed by on:     Sept 2025                                                                     

Next review due by:  Sept 2026
This policy is reviewed by the full governing body.

We have shared this rationale of our curriculum across the school with parents, children, governors and all staff.

At South Walney Junior School we aim to develop in our pupils the ability to communicate effectively in speech and writing and to listen with understanding.  Competency in these skills is given a high priority to ensure that pupils have access to all aspects of the curriculum and are able to fulfil their educational potential.  We aim to make them enthusiastic, fluent and responsive readers who can learn and gain pleasure from the written word.  

INTENT: we will develop our pupils as fluent and confident SPEAKERS AND LISTENERS
IMPLEMENTATION:

· give them opportunities to express their ideas to a range of audiences in assemblies, through drama, group discussion, debates 
· encourage them to listen and respond appropriately to others, teaching active listening
· help them to understand the need to adapt their speech to different situations including using Standard English
· give them opportunities to evaluate and reflect on their own speech

· encourage them to use ambitious vocabulary 

· model speaking skills

· Learn to recite out loud texts and poems

INTENT: we will develop our pupils as READERS.

· we will ensure all pupils have the decoding skills through teaching phonics (WE USE SUCCESS FOR ALL PHONICS SCHEME FROM FFT)

· we will use the ‘Big 5’ to teach reading to our pupils
· we will read ourselves  

· we will make the best books available to pupils  

· we will audit our reading resources regularly

· we will read across the curriculum and develop ‘academic’ reading in our pupils – reading for knowledge

· we will harness the power of reading aloud

· we will provide time for whole class shared and independent reading in English 

· we will encourage the pupils to perform as readers
· We will actively encourage and help parents/carers to support their pupil’s reading

IMPLEMENTATION:

· We will use the ‘Big Five’ to teach reading explicitly.
1. Explicit instruction in Phonemic Awareness.
2. Systematic Phonics Instruction using FFT phonics

3. Techniques to improve Fluency using Herts for Learning fluency.   Fluency includes accuracy, speed, understanding and prosody. We will use ghosting, echoing, repeat reading and shared reading along with modelled reading and our ‘Read like you Mean it’ strategy using the Herts for Learning training.
4. Teaching vocabulary words or Vocabulary Development (all of our lessons (English and across the curriculum) begin with an explicit vocabulary session where key words are explained in context
5. Reading Comprehension (teaching comprehension explicitly through VIPERS and use of the progressive CLUSP reading scheme.)
· We will put Reading for Pleasure at the heart of our reading.  All staff will act as role models for active, engaged reading by sharing their pleasure and enjoyment of texts of all kinds in the planned curriculum and informally.  Adults will make explicit how reading has an essential role in their lives by displaying what we are reading outside of our classroom. Staff will update their knowledge of the latest books by engaging in a teacher book forum each term.  We will share recommendations regularly at staff meetings.  We will tell our class about a good book we have read that they might like.

· We will use pupils as our role models by creating ‘Reading Champions’ who encourage reading and lead by example with the other Pupils in school. 

· Our reading curriculum is carefully thought-out with quality books including classic texts, poetry, non-fiction and Shakespeare and from diverse cultures.

·  We will model the reading aloud of these texts along with shared reading, echoing and ghosting of texts
· Staff will choose from a selection of high quality texts for each year group, supplemented by texts of their choice, and make daily reading aloud sessions an integral part of each day.  

· We will build our own unique reading ‘scheme’, Core Books which will include the very best of books for the Pupils to read for pleasure.  We will find out about the best authors.  We will know who our pupils’ favourites are by using questionnaires regularly, adding to and adapting our Core Books regularly.   We will build our own class library and display our books in ‘book themed corners’ which will engage our pupils in reading these books using colour and adding information about the new books e.g book reviews and synopsises. We will ensure we have a range of core books for those children who are just taking off with fluency- using Barrington Stoke books.

· We will make sure that our school library is a central learning resource, well-used and well-maintained by staff and pupils. We will make the library welcoming, accessible for all ages and comfortable.  We will audit the stock regularly to make sure it is relevant, up-to-date and attractive.  All pupils will have access to a wide range of fiction, poetry and non-fiction in different formats (non-fiction will include magazines, catalogues, comics, leaflets and leaflets) in our libraries along with picture books and graphics texts for all ages.  We will harness technology through our i-pads. We will make good links with the local library.

· We will keep book areas and displays up-to-date, tidy and attractive, again involving the pupils in maintaining a high standard.  The message that our school is a vibrant reading community will be clearly visible in all areas of the school.

· We will find excerpts from all subject areas in our pre-reading sessions across the curriculum, which we will read aloud and encourage the children to read independently. 
· We will ask a child, or group of pupils to read, and then perform, a short section of a story or a whole poem for the class.  We will encourage our pupils to involve themselves in acting through our school shows and through our workshops (teacher led and professional)
· We will hold such ventures as World Book Day and our Book Fairs, along with special sessions for parents online (e.g our videos) and in school such as Book and a Biscuit.  We will hold big book giveaways to encourage pupils to be book owners. We will show them how to maintain interest and enthusiasm in reading throughout primary school and involve them in as many ways as possible in supporting reading at home though our book and a biscuit parents’ afternoon and through our blogs online along with our Showbie Parents and Reading group.  We provide a termly reading newsletter to parents with information on how to help their child with their reading and new recommended books to read.
· We will assess our pupil’s reading using the FFT Aspire fluency programme to assess both phonics and fluency and use the information to track and intervene where necessary.  Our school tracking system will track phonics, fluency and comprehension. We will ensure any pupils who cannot access age-appropriate books will be given the support they need quickly using a range of ‘catch-up’ strategies.  We will teach phonics first in a systematic way, embedded in a rich language culture in order to have a quick impact on reading skills. We will use SUCCESS FOR ALL FFT systematically to teach phonics. We will use key word programmes for orthographical mapping.  We will use Mrs Cullen and our TA’s to give those Pupils who may not be able to access the reading as much practice as possible.  

INTENT: we will develop our pupils as WRITERS.

INTENT:   We will encourage our pupils to write fluently and creatively.  We want our pupils to be adventurous with their use of language, be imaginative and to write with clear purpose and for pleasure. In order for these aims to be realised, it is essential that our pupils are taught both transcriptional and composition skills explicitly.   Pupils who can write fluently (with accurate handwriting, spelling and punctuation) and creatively, feel confident and are able to write with enjoyment. We want our pupils to be equipped with the knowledge and range of strategies to write and to be able to apply their strategies when writing both in English and across the curriculum.   We believe that this will set the pupils up for the rigours of the secondary curriculum

IMPLEMENTATION:

· At South Walney Junior School, our curriculum uses Essential Writing (Herts for Learning) and the Talk for Writing model to teach writing. 

•            Our writing is progressive and carefully planned (see curriculum plan) to build on previous year’s objectives   yet consolidate essential skills. 

•
 Pupils are taught writing skills through studying a range of both fiction and non-fiction texts including teacher produced models. 

•
 During their time at South Walney, Pupils are exposed to a range of classic and contemporary poetry. They have the opportunity to use these poems as a model for their own writing. 

•
Pupils are encouraged and supported to learn texts (including poetry) by heart, before trying to innovate them and gradually apply more independent changes to the model until they can write freely with confidence. 


•
Whilst models from reading are used, writing is taught explicitly.

•
Writing will be a combination of short bust writing and longer pieces built up towards Year 6.

•
Sentence construction is at the heart of our curriculum – children will have plentiful opportunities to construct accurate sentences both at the beginning of writing lessons and in grammar for writing sessions.

•
Grammar in writing is taught explicitly by teachers.  An emphasis is put on writing quality sentences before writing full texts. (Appendix A)

•
Planning is taught explicitly through whole school consistent use of story maps and box planning.  Pupils are taught to be clear and precise.  They are taught how to use the models. 

•
Success criteria/ toolkits/goals are used to support learning, co-constructed further up the school

•
Precise use of vocabulary is taught in all genres through modelling.

•
Teachers use three different methods to teach writing: live teacher modelling the writing process out loud, explaining the process including word choice, spelling, grammar, handwriting, sentence construction, paragraphing and editing.  All teachers will model these with the pupils.  Shared Writing where the pupils contribute their ideas and thoughts for the teacher to write.  Supported Composition:  the pupils work in pairs to provide the next sentence or paragraph. 

•
When writing, pupils are supported by a range of practical tools such as word banks/mats, knowledge organisers, spelling mats, spell-checkers, i-pads and whiteboards.

•
Pupils are taught how to edit out their spellings using a range of self-editing, using text-ease, spell-checkers, peer editing and dictionary skills which are taught explicitly.

•
Small group guided writing time and TA support ensure that pupils progress at a rate appropriate to their level of understanding.  

•
Work is marked regularly.  Spelling errors are indicated (as per spelling policy) along with grammar errors.  Larger errors are identified where necessary and pupils correct underneath. Green pen will be used.

•
 Encourage our pupils to learn to spell accurately. Pupils who can spell feel confident and are able to write with enjoyment. We want our pupils to be equipped with the knowledge and range of strategies for learning spelling and to be able to apply their strategies when spelling words in their independent writing. (APPENDIX B)

•
Encourage pupils to write fluently, with a neat, joined script. Pupils who can write fluently and quickly are able to write with enjoyment. We want our pupils to be equipped with the tools to write neatly and quickly to be able to apply their strategies in their independent writing. The link between spelling and cursive writing is clear: joined-up writing helps to embed spellings into the long-term memory too. (Appendix C).  Print will be taught first and there will be some children for whom print may be the best option for clarity.

•
 show them how to write in a variety of different ways in other curriculum areas

PLANNING

English curriculum planning

English is a core subject in the National Curriculum.  Curriculum planning happens in two phases: -

· long-term – see our overall plan on school resources and website
· unit plans of the above which bridge the medium term/weekly plan.

These plans inevitably start with a stimulus, then a Wagoll, then oral work, then writing together, sentences at first then paragraphs then full texts, then writing independently.  These medium-term plans are adapted to take into account the needs of different groups of pupils.  Teachers’ unit planning lists the specific learning objectives for each lesson, including success criteria and give details of how the lessons are to be taught.  It also includes details of what each group of Pupils will be learning.  

The English subject leader is responsible for keeping and reviewing these plans.  The class teacher keeps these individual plans on a central system in school resources on the school’s network.  The English subject leader reviews them periodically, using a specific focus. (see monitoring file)
IMPACT
Summative:

· Reading comprehension is assessed three times a year 
· Reading fluency is assessed twice a year (or more if needed)

· Grammar, spelling and punctuation is assessed three times a year

· In writing, Pupils are assessed three times a year.  Progress is shown in the front of their books in the ticks against the key yearly objectives. Each child has an independent writing book.  Pupils write their best pieces of independent writing in these books which are passed onto the next year group.
· Speaking and listening is assessed at the end of Key Stage

Formative:
High priority is given to formative assessment, which is used by teachers to inform their future planning.  We set clear objectives and success criteria for each English lesson.  The teacher and the Pupils, between them, decide on the success criteria together. 
Pupils are also very involved in using the success criteria/toolkits to mark their work and the work of others.  Pupils are given clear feedback, based on these objectives and are encouraged to make judgements on them so they know where they have succeeded and the areas in which they need to develop.  These comments may be ‘closing the gap’ comments or particular grammar or punctuation comments for the Pupils to address.  Spelling is marked by putting a straight pencil line in the margin for the Pupils to correct that word (tier 1 and 2 words) and using a wavy line, giving the spelling if it is a tier 3 word.
 Whenever possible, the Pupils use green pen to mark their own work.
The information gathered in the termly and yearly assessments is collated on the school tracking system and then analysed.  This analysis helps us to track Pupils and help catch-up. This information is then used to intervene directly. 

A full and rigorous analysis of the Sats takes place every year which helps us to set targets in English.  

The English Subject leader moderates with staff twice a year in writing.   This demonstrates what the expected level of achievement is in English in each year of the school.  Teachers meet to review individual examples of work against the national exemplification material produced by the DFE.  Inter-school moderation also takes place termly.
 MONITORING AND REVIEW

Monitoring of the standards of pupil’s work and the quality of teaching in English is the responsibility of the English Subject and the Head Teacher.  The work of the English Subject Leader also involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of English, being informed about current developments in the subject and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school.  The subject leader provides an action plan, indicating areas for further improvement.  The English Subject Leader has specially allocated management time in order to enable her to review samples of the pupil’s work, undertake lesson observations of English teaching across the school, question Pupils etc.  The named governor responsible for English meets with the subject leader in order to review progress.

APPENDIX A

The Teaching of grammar at South Walney Junior School: grammar for writing

Intent: We encourage our pupils to write creatively, be adventurous with their use of language and to write with clear purpose and for pleasure. In order for these aims to be realised, it is essential that our pupils learn the knowledge and skills to write grammatically accurate sentences. Pupils who know how to write sentences that make sense feel confident and are able to write with enjoyment. We want our pupils to be equipped with the knowledge and range of strategies for applying grammar in all their writing. 

Implementation: 

•
Pupils from Year 3 to Y6 develop a sound understanding of grammar, including its terminology using the progression maps.  This follows the National Curriculum.    

•
Lessons are taught in explicitly in Year 5 and 6 in  half-hour sessions per week- using Pie Corbett’s Grammar for Writing and Grammarsaurus. (subject to curriculum review) Year 3 and 4 will incorporate their grammar into English lessons.

•
Grammar into writing is emphasised in all written work.  The teacher will explicitly model how to write grammatically in modelled writing in all lessons.  Teachers will voice aloud why they are using this.  At all times, the effect of grammar in writing is emphasised.

•
When writing, Pupils will be given a range of support for grammar such as voice notes, whiteboard, sentence strips and colourful semantics.

•
Pupils are taught how to edit out grammatical errors using explicit modelling by the teacher, using resources such as the visualiser.

•
Pupils may practise their grammar at home and during ‘morning work’.   

•
Teachers explicitly teach conventions to the pupils using a variety of methods to teach grammar e.g reading sentences aloud to look for fragments rather than full sentences, editing for overuse of proper nouns and moving clauses around the sentence for effect.   Games/songs are used in order to consolidate learning.

Impact:

•
Each year group has a formal grammar test every term.  These tests are analysed in order to plug any gaps.

•
The school’s marking policy also places a strong emphasis on supporting the improvement of grammar and errors are identified and pupils encouraged to edit.
APPENDIX B

The Teaching of Spelling at South Walney Junior School: spelling for writing

Intent: We encourage our pupils to write creatively, be adventurous with their use of language and to write with clear purpose and for pleasure. In order for these aims to be realised, it is essential that our pupils learn the knowledge and skills to spell accurately. Pupils who can spell feel confident and are able to write with enjoyment. We want our pupils to be equipped with the knowledge and range of strategies for learning spelling and to be able to apply their strategies when spelling words in their independent writing. 

Implementation: 

•
Pupils from Year 3 to Y6 develop a sound knowledge of spelling strategies through a systematic programme.  This follows the National Curriculum progression.  We also incorporate words from other curriculum areas e.g History and regularly recap over the previous year’s spelling conventions and high frequency words.  

•
Lessons are taught in 5 half-hour sessions per week- one lesson to teach the spelling conventions explicitly with consolidation and practice sessions then an assessment at the end of the week’s work.

•
Spelling into writing is emphasised in all written work.  The teacher will explicitly model how to spell a range of words in modelled writing in all lessons.  The spellings chosen reflect the level of the pupils and/or the conventions being taught.

•
When writing, pupils will be given a range of support for spelling resources such as word banks, spell-checkers and i-pads.

•
Pupils are taught how to edit out their spellings using a range of self-editing, using text-ease, spell-checkers, peer editing and dictionary skills that are taught explicitly.

•
Pupils practise their spellings at home and during ‘morning work’.  Pupils carefully copy the spellings down using their best handwriting.  

•
Teachers explicitly teach conventions to the pupils using a variety of methods to teach spelling:   looking for patterns, words within words, mnemonics (such as there is a rat in separate), suffixes and prefixes,  root words and word association; short vowel and long vowel sound using the button and stitch method; syllables to help split longer, polysyllabic words into segments; etymology and morphology such as Latin and Greek roots for spelling,   Look, say, cover, write, check, clapping and counting sounds/syllables, songs.

•
Pupils have a knowledge organiser in order to consolidate learning

•
Small groups and regular assessment ensure that pupils progress through the programme at a rate appropriate to their level of understanding.  Pupils who are identified as requiring further support in phonetic understanding in KS2, also benefit from extra phonic support either from the TA.  These Pupils are in phonic groups depending on their phonic stage.  They will receive differentiated spelling lists and use the FFT spelling scheme.

•
 Each class has weekly spelling assessments informed by the national curriculum.  Word lists are set and shared on showbie with guidance on a range of strategies shared with parents to support home help.  

•
The school’s marking policy also places a strong emphasis on supporting the improvement of spelling and errors are identified and Pupils encouraged to edit. Spelling errors are identified by putting a straight pencil line if they are tier one or two and a wavy line and  correcting if they are tier 3.  It is up to the teacher’s discretion as to which spellings are identified.

•
We recognise the huge part parents play in their child’s progress in spelling and all of our Pupils are given spellings with the expectation they will consolidate their learning at home.  We believe that the learning undertaken at home should be an extension to the practise at school and in order to fully support their Pupils, parents will be kept informed of our approaches to teaching spelling through our annual Teacher meetings and parental workshops where relevant or on showbie.

 Impact:

•
Pupils are assessed weekly using dictations of the words learnt in context.  Teachers assess which words are still causing issues and continue to teach these.  Test scores are recorded along with any problem words.  Spelling books and morning work books will be marked on a regular basis (at least every other week) in order to pick up misconceptions.

•
Spelling is assessed formally three times a year as part of the SPAG test.

•
Spelling is assessed three times a year as part of the writing assessments.

APPENDIX C

The Teaching of Handwriting at South Walney Junior School

Intent: We encourage our pupils to write creatively, be adventurous with their use of language and to write with clear purpose and for pleasure. In order for these aims to be realised, it is essential pupils learn to write fluently with a neat script. Fluent handwriting is a significant predictor of positive writing outcomes.  Lack of fluency in handwriting hinders composition, reduces motivation and prevents others understanding what they have written.  Its importance, therefore, cannot be overstated.

 Implementation: 

•
Pupils from Year 3 to Y6 develop a neat, fluent script using South Walney Junior School handwriting scheme taught precisely in a clear sequence. 

•
Teachers expect consistently high standards, making sure pupils practise handwriting regularly and consistently throughout primary school. 

•
Lessons are taught daily in Year 3 (until pupils can write legibly and easily) and weekly for Year 4-6 (again until pupils can write fluently)

•
Lessons are taught whole class with additional support during practice time for those who need it, including left-handed children, summer-born children and new arrivals.

•
Lessons are taught in small steps with lots of opportunity for practice and cumulative, building on what pupils have learned previously.  Letters are consolidated before teaching moves on so that pupils do not practise letters incorrectly.  Letters are revisited when further practice is needed. 

•
The lessons will follow the lesson plan:  all children will have a good view of the teacher to follow their modelling.  All pencils will be ready and sharpened and the pupils will be shown how to position their books.  They will  draw the letters in the air, on the ground until they have a correct formation.  The teacher will model the letters on either handwriting lines or normal lined book under the visualiser. Pupils will then practise the letters and words they have been taught in the lesson.

•
Pupils will be ‘ready to write’ by sitting correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and 

correctly.  Pupils will be reminded to put their feet on the floor, bottom to the back of the chair, pencil in one hand and the other on the paper. Teachers will check that a poor positioning is not poor eyesight

•
Pupils will form lower case (print) letters (including tall and long letters) capital letters, digits 0-9 correctly, use spaces between words correctly 

•
Pupils will use an exercise book and pencil for practising handwriting as research shows they benefit from the friction and sensory feedback this creates.  If a whiteboard marker is being used it will be of a pencil size.

•
Handwriting lessons will be separate from phonics lessons; handwriting will be reinforced not taught in spelling lessons

•
Pupils will begin to learn joined up writing only when they can form the above correctly

•
It is the expectation that pupils (excluding from those with fine motor skills SEND) will be joining all of their writing by the end of Year 4. 

•
Pupils will be expected to use joined up writing when they can join all their letters.  All work should be joined in all curriculum areas from Christmas Year 4. 

•
Teachers’ and TA’s own handwriting provides a model of high standards, across the curriculum and not just in handwriting lessons

•
Teachers and TA’s giving regular feedback in class during the lessons ensure that pupils make progress.  Pupils with specific fine motor difficulties will have the letters drawn into their books.  They may benefit from a yellow highlighter to help too or sky and grass letters.

•
Left handed children will need more space, positioned to the left of right handed pupils, slant their paper to the right, a softer pencil, grip the pencil slightly higher

•
Pupils will also be taught when to use different types of writing e.g print for labels/annotations/quick notes/diagram/emails

•
Pupils will use a pen if and when ready (they should find a writing implement that is comfortable for them to use)

 Impact:

•
Assess piece of writing at the end of Year 4 

•
Assess speed of handwriting if it is a concern and especially before sats

